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Dear Reader,

A high level group has started discussing the design of the EU
External Action Service while 54 of the European Commission's
136 foreign delegations have already been converted into
embassy-type missions authorised to speak for the EU. You can
find more information on this in the Weekly Compass-Extended
Version. There has also been quite a bit said on EU-China-Africa
relations this week and a meeting will be held in February to
discuss this further. Debate on EU plans for improving tax
governance as a way to generate resources for development was
also high on this week’s agenda. The EU President has added
follow-up to the Copenhagen climate summit, migration and Haiti's
reconstruction to the agenda of the 11 February EU Summit on the
future strategy on the EU economy while the European
Parliament’s vote on the EC Commission was delayed to February.
On the trade front, Central African Heads agreed to continue EPA
negotiations and there are some interesting upcoming EPA events.
For further information on all this and more see the Weekly

Compass-Extended Version .
All the best,

Melissa
Melissa Julian

mj@ecdpm.org
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Editor’s Pick

African institutional actors discuss the African Governance Architecture

Since its inception in 2002, the African Union (AU) has launched a number of governance instruments and has
created institutions to support their implementation. It has also paid attention to the need for coordination and an
integrated approach to governance by these institutions through the framework of the so-called African
Governance Architecture (AGA). In December 2009, the AU Commission convened a meeting in Nairobi with key
stakeholders and discussed how, in very practical terms, to create the basis for elaborating, consolidating and
implementing a common vision and the objectives of the governance architecture. The meeting focused in
particular on the creation of an African Governance Platform to strengthen dialogue, coordination and
harmonisation of activities and ensure that Africa “speaks with one voice”. In 2010, the Governance Programme of
ECDPM, in conjunction with its African counterpart, the African Governance Institute (IAG) in Dakar, will continue
its engagement with the AUC on this timely process. Click here to read more.

Other Policy News Items

EU Parliament and Commission call for debate on ACP-EU relations post-2020

In a debate preceding the adoption of the European Parliament’s resolution on the revision of ACP-EU Partnership
Agreement, EU Development Commissioner De Gucht called for a comprehensive consultation process, possibly
in the form of a “Green Paper”. . The resolution also calls for more policy coherence for development, particularly
in relation to illicit capital flight, agriculture, trade and migration. The EC is preparing a new policy on good
governance in tax matters in the context of development cooperation. Current review negotiations are expected to
be concluded in March. Click here for the Parliament’s resolution. Click here for the verbatim report of the debate.
Click here for ECDPM’s analysis of the resolution.

Seminar to discuss developmental governance in Africa

A seminar, being organised by the African Governance Institute in Dakar from 10-12 March, will have African
governance experts and practitioners discuss how to re-take the driving seat in the path to the continent’s
economic development. The seminar aims to help chart a course where the continent’s abundant wealth in natural
resources is harnessed to improve livelihoods. Click here for more information.

Extension of “Hub & Spokes” trade project under consideration

Jointly funded by the Commonwealth Secretariat and the European Commission, this project embeds trade policy
experts in a number of trade ministries and regional secretariats across the ACP to assist in trade policy
formulation and implementation. There is strong support from ACP countries for a successor to the programme
which expires at the end of 2010.. Click here for more information.

Latest Laboratoire Citoyennetés Information Bulletin on local governance

The Burkina Faso-based Laboratoire Citoyennetés focuses on promoting domestic accountability through action-
oriented research at the local level. ECDPM and Laboratoire Citoyennetés have collaborated since 2004 in the
pursuit of common objectives: informing and facilitating innovation among African policymakers and development
partners, and supporting strategies in the field of local governance, decentralization and domestic accountability.
This latest bulletin reports on the latest activities in this regard and includes a contribution from ECDPM. Click here
to read the bulletin.

German Aid for Trade: Past experience, lessons learnt, and the way forward
This study by the German Development Institute, commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic
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Cooperation and Development, aims to contribute to informed discussion on how Germany can optimise both the
quantity and quality of its trade-related assistance. It describes the challenges involved in putting AfT into practice
prepares the ground for a discussion on how Germany should shape its AfT portfolio in accordance with its
assumed comparative advantages. Click here to read the study.

The challenge of accountability for development agencies within their own countries

The current debates on Official Development Assistance policies focus much attention on the reinforcement of the
accountability dynamics specific to partner countries as a key factor in determining aid effectiveness. Yet, less
attention has been granted to the accountability models donor countries’ aid agencies use for their own national
stakeholders as a means to reinforce public support towards development aid policies. This draft study,
undertaken for the French Development Agency, proposes a comparative analysis of the accountability systems in
four bilateral cooperations: the British, Swedish, German and French cooperation programmes. Click here to read
the study.

Connecting to Compete 2010. Trade Logistics in the Global Economy

Economic competitiveness is relentlessly driving countries to strengthen performance, and improving trade
logistics is a smart way to deliver more efficiencies, lower costs and added economic growth. The capacity of
countries to efficiently move goods and connect manufacturers and consumers with international markets is
improving, but much more progress is needed to spur faster economic growth and help firms benefit from trade
recovery, according to this new World Bank Group survey on trade logistics. Streamlining the connections among
markets, manufacturers, farmers and consumers offers tremendous growth and investment opportunities and
should be a top focus for developing country growth strategies. Click here for the survey.

ECDPM posts the latest news on international relations, development, economic, trade and governance policies
daily on its website.

Click here to access the full list of all the news we’ve collected this week. A convenient “Topics” feature also allows
you to quickly scan your specific areas of interest.

Off the track

How to Bring About Change in the Bangladesh Civil Service? Attempts to Change Mindsets, Behaviours
and Practice

This article looks at the role that the Bangladesh civil service might play in enabling pro-poor reform and growth.
Click here.

Development Policy
International external assistance

India Plans $1.5 Trillion Investment in Africa. allAfrica.com. 15 January 2010.

Strong indications emerged yesterday that the government of India plans to invest a whooping sum of $1.5 trillion
on infrastructural development in Nigeria and other parts of Africa in the next 10 years.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201001150420.html
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Financial Transaction Tax. Small is Beautiful. Bruegel Study done for European Parliament. 11 January
2010.

The crisis has increased interest in financial transaction taxes. But should financial transactions be taxed? The
case for taxing them merely to raise more revenues from the financial sector is not particularly strong. However, a
tax on financial transactions could be justified in order to limit socially undesirable transactions. On that basis, the
case for a very small tax on financial transactions is made.
http://www.bruegel.org/nc/publications/show/publication/financial-transaction-tax-small-is-beautiful.html

What are the costs and benefits of aid for Africa? OECD Development Centre Newsletter. January 2010.
The 2010 African Economic Outlook (AEQO) will focus on public resource mobilisation and aid. A key part of the
study will be to take stock of taxation policy and administration across the African continent with the aim of
identifying structural problems, key political issues and best practices. The final product — a comprehensive
chapter in the 2010 AEO — will be based primarily upon on-the-ground country investigations and expert opinion
collected during this December meeting on taxation in Africa.

www.oecd.org/document/53/0,3343,en_2649 33731_44435061_1_1_1_1,00.html

EU external assistance

EU Finance Council examines Spanish EU Presidency priorities, which include combating tax fraud and
examined measures to improve tax governance and evasion. 19 January 2010.

The Council examined a package of measures aimed at improving tax governance and clamping down on tax
evasion in Europe. It reached agreement on a general approach, pending the opinion of the European Parliament,
on one of the measures, namely a draft directive aimed at strengthening mutual assistance between member
states in the recovery of taxes.The directive will be adopted at a forthcoming Council meeting, once the
Parliament's opinion is available.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=350&lang=EN&directory=en/ecofin/&fileName=112456.pdf

OECD’s review of Italy’s development co-operation. 19 January 2010.

The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD notes that Italian Co-operation is facing major
challenges. The first is an urgent need to reform official development co-operation. The second is that Italy will fail
to meet its international commitment to increase official development assistance (ODA) to 0.51% of its gross
national income (GNI) by 2010 and is unlikely to meet 0.7% by 2015.
www.oecd.org/document/15/0,3343,en_2649 34487_44417551_1_1_1_1,00.html

International development and aid effectiveness
Upcoming Events

The EU and China. Partners or Competitors in Africa? College of Europe International Conference.
Bruges4-5 February 2010.

The conference primarily addresses European, Chinese and African scholars, journalists, policy practitioners and
representatives of NGOs and offers an opportunity to enhance the understanding of the EU’s role in Africa, to
assess the prospects for EU-China cooperation or competition in Africa and to reflect on its impact on the
continent. The diversity of the participants will contribute to establish multidisciplinary and transnational channels
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of dialogue among Europeans, Chinese and Africans. Should you be interested in participating in this international
conference as a paper giver, please read the Call for Papers.
http://www.coleurope.eu/template.asp?pagename=irdconf&sub=2009-
International.Conference.on.The.EU.and.China.Partners.or.Competitors.in.Africa_en

Ten years of poverty research. What have we learned since 2000 and what should we do 2010-2020? And
Call for Papers. Chronic Poverty Research Centre. Manchester. 8-10 September 2010

This event will bring together leading poverty researchers and actors for poverty reduction to: * review the ‘state of
the art’ in poverty reduction; * showcase CPRC’s key research findings on chronic poverty; * set the research and
policy agenda on poverty research for the next 10 years (2010-2020). They welcome the submission of papers
that conceptually explore poverty dynamics; present empirical studies on poverty reduction; explain new
methodologies of measuring multi-dimensional poverty; and/or inform policymaking in poverty reduction.The
deadline for submitting abstracts and panel proposals is 31 January 2010.
http://www.chronicpoverty.org/events/event/20091015-ten-years-of-poverty-what-have-we-learned-since-2009-
and-what-should-we-do-2010-2020

News

China becomes world's second largest economy. BBC. 20 January 2010.

China says its economy expanded by 8.7% in 2009, likely leap-frogging Japan to become the world's second
largest economy behind only the US. The Chinese government also said the growth in the final quarter of 2009
accelerated by 10.7% from 2008. But analysts say currency fluctuations make it difficult to compare China and
Japan, and some experts question the accuracy of China's figures.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/8471613.stm

COMESA, MDG Centre sign MOU. Comesa Press Release.18 January 2010.

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
Center, on 13th January signed a Memorandum of Understanding to accelerate the improvement of livelihoods
through achieving the MDGs in Eastern and Southern Africa.
http://www.comesa.int/lang-en/component/content/article/34-general-news/336-comesa-mdg-centre-sign-mou

BRICS. The changing faces of global power. FT. 17 January 2010.

Goldman Sachs, the financial group that invented the category, reckons that China may well become the world’s
largest economy before 2030. Collectively, the Bric (Brazil, Russia, India and China) economies could well surpass
output in the Group of Seven wealthy nations — which have dominated the management of the global economy —
by 2032. www.ft.com/cms/s/0/95cea8b6-0399-11df-a601-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=rss

Science and Innovation for Development. Gordon Conway and Jeff Waage. January 2010.

The UK DFID Research for Development portal describes this as a landmark in development thinking and practice.
Science and Innovation for Development demonstrates how science and innovation can be harnessed to tackle
today’s biggest challenges in poor countries, including climate change, HIV/AIDS and illiteracy. Case studies are
described, including the use of tissue culture to develop disease-resistant bananas in Kenya; the use of
nanotechnology to develop cheaper and faster kits for diagnosing infectious diseases and the use of organic
material to power a multi-purpose stove that can also function as a refrigerator and generator.
www.ukcds.org.uk/publication-Science_and_Innovation_for_Develop%3E%20ment-172.html
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The Education of a British-Protected Child. Essays. Chinua Achebe. Amazon.com. January 2010.

In “The Education of a British-Protected Child,” Achebe gives us a vivid portrait of growing up in colonial Nigeria
and inhabiting its “middle ground,” recalling both his happy memories of reading novels in secondary school and
the harsher truths of colonial rule. In “Spelling Our Proper Name,” Achebe considers the African-American
diaspora, meeting and reading Langston Hughes and James Baldwin, and learning what it means not to know
“from whence he came.” The complex politics and history of Africa figure in “What Is Nigeria to Me?,” “Africa’s
Tarnished Name,” and “Politics and Politicians of Language in African Literature.” And Achebe’s extraordinary
family life comes into view in “My Dad and Me” and “My Daughters,” where we observe the effect of Christian
missionaries on his father and witness the culture shock of raising “brown” children in America.
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0307272559?ie=UTF8&tag=httpchrisblat-
20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957 &creative ASIN=0307272559

Learning from the Financial Crisis. Tax Competition and Income Inequalities. Madariaga College of Europe
Foundation. January 2010.

The aim of this paper is to assess whether decades of active promotion of tax competition by international and
regional organisations played any role in the genesis of the global financial crisis. If income inequalities are among
the structural causes of the crisis, tax policies that have contributed to increasing disparities over the last few
decades cannot be neglected. This is especially the case in Europe, where competition to attract tax centres
among governments is not extraneous to the persistence of specialisation within national borders and intra-EU
trade imbalances leading to marcoeconomic destabilisation.
http://www.madariaga.org/publications/articles/59-2009/246-learning-from-the-financial-crisis-tax-competition-and-
income-inequalities

Mutual Review of Development Effectiveness in Africa Report 2009. UNECA and OECD,

The Mutual Review of Development Effectiveness in Africa Report 2009 is both an exercise in 'mutual
accountability'- assessing what has been done to deliver on commitments to Africa's development, and a review of
‘development effectiveness'- assessing what results have been achieved. It is also intended to be of practical use
to political leaders in looking forward to the key policy challenges ahead. The review has been undertaken jointly
by task teams from UNECA and OECD, in close consultation with the NEPAD Secretariat, and with inputs from
African and international institutions and civil society. www.oecd.org/datacecd/62/43/42179846.pdf

EU development effectiveness
Upcoming Events

EU Presidency trade priorities and EU financing instrument for development cooperation discussions to
be held.European Parliament Trade Committee. 27 January 2010.

Spanish Trade Minister to outline trade priorities of the EU Presidency and an exchange of views on the mid-term
review of the geographic and thematic strategy papers under EU financing instrument for development
cooperation. www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/inta/oj/801/801956/801956en.pdf

Briefing on the negotiations of the Second Review of Cotonou Partnership Agreement. European
Parliament in-camera discussion with the EC. 25 January 2010.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//INONSGML+COMPARL+DEVE-0J-20100125-
1+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
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News

Revision of the ACP-EU Cotonou Partnership Agreement. European Parliament final adopted resolution.
20 January 2010.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-
0004+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN

Revision of the ACP-EU Cotonou Partnership Agreement. European Parliament debate. EP Summary. 20
January 2010.

The second revision of the Cotonou Agreement governing relations between the EU and the African, Caribbean
and Pacific (ACP) countries should be finalised in March 2010. Progress in the negotiations is assessed in a report
by Development Committee Chair Eva Joly (Greens/EFA, FR).
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/028-67592-018-01-04-903-20100118IPR67591-18-01-
2010-2010-false/default_en.htm

EU launches 2010 European Year: Stop poverty now! EC Press Release. 20 January 2010.

The European Commission and the Spanish Presidency of the EU will tomorrow launch the 2010 European Year
for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. Under the slogan “Stop Poverty Now!”, the campaign aims to put the
fight against poverty — which directly affects one in six Europeans — centre stage across the EU during 2010.
European Commission President José Manuel Dur&o Barroso and Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero will inaugurate the Year at a launch event to be held tomorrow in Madrid.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?
reference=1P/10/36&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

See also: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?
reference=MEMO/10/8&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

EU president wants EU to consider forming a rapid reaction force to deal with future emergencies like the
Haiti earthquake. BBC. 19 January 2010.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8467837.stm

EU President to add the situation in Haiti to 11 February informal EU Summit agenda. Future strategy on
the EU economy is also a focus of the meeting. 19 January 2010.

The intention is to discuss how the EU can best contribute to improving the situation in Haiti and how after the
emergency help, the EU can give support to reconstruction. The EU President says future strategy on the EU
economy is also a focus of the informal Summit. There will be an extensive discussion on this future strategy, so
that some broad outlines may emerge. Then later on, at the regular Spring meeting in March, the will have a more
structured discussion, in the light of the February brainstorming and on the basis of a communication from the
Commission. And finally, the aim is to approve the new strategy at the June European Council.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=347&lang=EN&directory=en/ec/&fileName=112439.pdf

Protect development from party politics. Attach on UK Conservative Party development policies. Owen
Barder blog. 19 January 2010.

On January 13th, a leader in The Times and Kevin Watkins in The Guardian attacked the development policies of
the UK Conservative Party, from opposite sides of the political spectrum. The Times Leader says that the
Conservatives are wrong to commit themselves to increase aid to 0.7% of GNI; and Kevin Watkins says that the
Conservatives are wrong to want to reform the way aid is given. Both attacks appear to be bone-headed efforts to
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make political mischief by undermining not just Conservative party policies but the mainstream consensus on
development. Neither attack does credit to its perpetrator. The cross-party consensus that the UK’s development
budget should continue to increase, and that British development policy is amongst the most effective in the world
but nonetheless there is room for improvement, should be a matter of shared national pride, not scorn and sniping
from whichever direction. www.owen.org/blog/3034

OECD'’s review of Italy’s development co-operation. 19 January 2010.

The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD notes that Italian Co-operation is facing major
challenges. The first is an urgent need to reform official development co-operation. The second is that Italy will fail
to meet its international commitment to increase official development assistance (ODA) to 0.51% of its gross
national income (GNI) by 2010 and is unlikely to meet 0.7% by 2015.
www.oecd.org/document/15/0,3343,en_2649 34487_44417551_1_1_1_1,00.html

MEPs urged that the EU deliver on its aid pledge as soon as possible and give a solid commitment to
reconstruction in Haiti. European Parliament Press Release. 19 January 2010.

"Our goal is to ease suffering and our commitment to rebuild is long-term", said EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs Lady Ashton in her first statement to Parliament.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-67607-018-01-04-903-20100119IPR67605-18-01-
2010-2010-false/default_en.htm

EC expects to launch wide consultation and produce a Green Paper on future ACP-EU Relations. Revision
of the ACP-EU Cotonou Partnership Agreement. European Parliament verbatim report of the debate. 19
January 2010.

In the debate the EC Development Commissioner stated the following: "Finally, | take note that you deplore that
the Commission has not consulted a wider variety of actors before launching the revision process — paragraphs 2
and 8 — and | fully agree that, for the future of the ACP-EU relations post-2020, a comprehensive consultation
process is needed, possibly in the form of a green paper. We will have to assess the results of the present revision
exercise as a basis for this as a form of lessons learnt." Also see the verbatim report for the full debate which
discusses EPAs, migration and more.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20100119+ITEM-
008+DOC+XML+VO//EN&language=EN

EU Agriculture Ministers hear EU Presidency Priorities and discuss functioning of the food supply chain
and CFSP Budget. 18 January 2010.

The priorities of agriculture policies will include inter alia:  the future of the common agriculture policy beyond
2013: “Horizon 2020”; » the competitiveness of agriculture and the agro-food industry; and « the reform of the
common fisheries policy; * the eco-label regulation for fisheries products; * the EU's external fisheries policy. The
Council held an exchange of views on ways to improve the functioning of the food supply chain. It instructed its
preparatory bodies to continue examination of this issue with a view to preparing a set of conclusions to be
submitted to the Council for approval in a forthcoming meeting. Ministers also discussed the CFSP Budget
orientation for 2010 and 2011.

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=355&lang=EN&directory=en/agricult/&fileName=112393.pdf
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EU Council coordinates emergency response and calls for eventual attention to Haiti reconstruction
efforts. 18 January 2010.

In addition to the emergency response, the Council calls for an international conference on reconstruction efforts
and calls for these to be based on national priorities, take into account disaster risk reduction principles, respect
the aid effectiveness principles and address the necessity of reinforcing Haiti's institutions to enable them to fulfil
their basic governance functions. In this regard, the Council requests that an EU-wide response to the post-
emergency rehabilitation, recovery and reconstruction for long-term development needs of Haiti be submitted as
soon as possible, which makes full use of all resources, expertise and funding available from EU and Member
States, takes into account Member States' contributions to multilateral bodies and clearly addresses division of
labour among the EU institutions and Member States, while fully linking relief to rehabilitation and development
(LRRD).

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=1850&lang=EN&directory=EN/foraff/&fileName=112392.pdf

Consolidated Final Programme of the Spanish Presidency of the EU and calendar of meetings. 14 January
2010.
www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/documentacion/programa.html

Revision of the ACP-EU Cotonou Agreement. ECDPM Reflections on the European Parliament Report. 12
January 2010.
http://drop.io/melissajulian3/asset/cotonou-agreement-revision-ep-report-ecdpm-reflections-150110-doc

See also: The revision of article 13 on Migration of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement. What's at stake for the
ACP? ECDPM. December 2009. http://www.ecdpm.org/Web ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?
readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/7732def81dddfa7ac1256¢c240034fe65/2
3eb6b1449c0f30ec125768e00516443

European Budget Commissioner-Designate says European definition of NGOs necessary. EU Council
Report of EP hearing. 12 January 2010.

On control of EU spending, Mr Semeta promised to improve online information about recipients of EU funds,
namely on NGOs, and considered that a European definition of NGOs was necessary. He also referred to the
need to improve the efficiency of the projects funded from EU budget.
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st05/st05397.en10.pdf

An open trading system enhances global food security. ECIPE Reform the CAP website. January 2010.
How does the CAP affect poverty and hunger abroad? Prof. Alan Matthews observes improvements in EU policy,
such as the reduction of export subsidies and tariff-free market access for least developed countries. But further
steps are necessary if trade is to develop its full potential in the struggle for global food security.
www.reformthecap.eu/an-open-trading-system-enhances-global-food-security

Financing for development
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EU Coordination, Complementarity and Coherence (3Cs) and division of labour

EU Policy Coherence for Development and the Official Development Assistance plus concept (ODA +).
Draft Opinion of the European Parliament's Trade Committee. 11 January 2010.

Stresses that the Commission's Global Europe: Competing in the world strategy is underlines the predatory nature
of the trade promoted by the EU in the interests of EU-based multinationals. Stresses that the neo-liberal agenda
of trade liberalisation, implemented forcefully by all major economic powers over the past 20-25 years, has led to
an ever greater gap opening up between rich and poor globally. Recognises that according to the Commission's
Aid for Trade (AfT) monitoring report 2009 (COM(2009)160 final, p. 30), the EU's AfT commitments to the African,
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) States fell from €2975 million in 2005 to €2097 million in 2007, that the ACP's share
of the EU's overall AfT commitments fell from 50% to 36% over the same period, and that this is not consistent
with prior promises to prioritise poverty eradication and development.

www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009 2014/documents/inta/pa/801/801109/801109en.pdf

Policy Coherence for Development. Synthesis Report. OECD. 21 October 2008
www.olis.oecd.org/olis/2008doc.nsf/Link To/NTO0005D1E/$FILE/JT03253540.PDF

Migration and development

EU President reminds that June EU Summit will hold first debate on the implementation of the Asylum and
Immigration Pact and Stockholm programme. 14 January 2010.

As agreed in the European Council in October last year, the Council of June 2010 will hold a first debate on the
implementation of the Asylum and Immigration Pact, as well as on the relevant measures of the Stockholm
programme. This will be an opportunity to examine these issues in a more global and structural manner.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=347&lang=EN&directory=en/ec/&fileName=112275.pdf

Climate change and development

UN climate deadline turns out to be flexible. BBC. 21 January 2010.

The UN climate convention says nations signing up to the accord reached at last month's summit will not have to
do so by the deadline of 31 January. The "Copenhagen Accord" asks countries to send figures by the end of the
month on how much they will curb emissions. But amid uncertainty over who is going to sign up, climate
convention head Yvo de Boer said the deadline was "soft". http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8471593.stm

EU emissions targets set for delay. BBC 20 January 2010.

The future of the EU's Low Carbon Revolution hangs in the balance as it becomes likely its emissions targets will
be delayed again. The ongoing uncertainty is rooted in the EU's offer to the Copenhagen climate summit of a 30%
emissions cut. But this was dependent on "comparable effort" from other big polluters. Observers say there is a
world of difference between the upper and lower targets - but Europe still hasn't decided how high to aim. The
EU's figure of 30% translates to 42% in the UK. Along with other countries that signed the "Copenhagen Accord" it
faces a deadline of 31 January to come up with final numbers and plans for reducing emissions.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8471450.stm
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Joint Progress Report and follow-up recommendations on climate change and international security to the
EU Council. 25 November 2009, but posted on website only on 19 January 2010.
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/09/st16/st16645.en09.pdf

Agreement on the need to consolidate a rapid, efficient process against climate change. EU Presidency. 16
January 2010.

The EU Environment ministers voiced their will to consolidate an efficient process against climate change at the
close of the Informal Council held in Seville.
www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/cumbresevilla1601.html

Hedegaard defends handling of Copenhagen. FT. 15 January 2010.

Connie Hedegaard, poised to become the European Union’s first climate commissioner, on Friday defended her
handling of the Copenhagen climate summit and warned that the bloc was losing its leadership in green energy.
www.ft.com/cms/s/0/c5391170-01ed-11df-b8cb-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=rss

Climate Change Commissioner-designate shows nous and know-how in parliamentary hearing. European
Voice. 15 January 2010.

Connie Hedegaard gave a bold and convincing performance at her nomination hearing with the European
Parliament today, during which the designated commissioner for climate action issued a warning about Europe's
failure to speak with one voice on the international stage.
www.europeanvoice.com/article/2010/01/hedegaard-wins-plaudits/66900.aspx

EU President proposes to include discussion on the follow-up to Copenhagen at the 11 February informal
European Council. 14 January 2010.

Both in terms of climate change as such and in terms of the strategic consequences arising out of the action of the
various key players. The President acknowledges that this process is probably more complicated and complex
than the EU had thought. Therefore, he thinks the EU needs to take sufficient time over the coming months to
reflect carefully on the lessons to be drawn from Copenhagen and above all reflect on strategic questions. How
can the EU reinforce its influence at the international level? How can it enhance its persuasive strength? How can
the EU best take the process forward? Germany will have an important role to play in the continuation of this
process, in that it will be the host for the next important UN meeting to take place in Bonn at the end of
May/beginning June which is halfway to the next UN Climate Conference in Mexico in November 2010.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?
id=347&lang=EN&directory=en/ec/&fileName=112277.pdf

Copenhagen Accord faces first test. Success of non-binding agreement remains to be seen. International
Institute for Strategic Studies. January 2010.

The global agreement on climate change reached in Copenhagen in December 2009 faces its first test at the end
of January when individual countries submit schedules for reducing their carbon emissions over the next ten years.
Their commitment to do so was part of the Copenhagen Accord to which heads of government signed up following
two frenetic weeks of bargaining. The accord fell far short of the goal set two years earlier in Bali, Indonesia, to
produce a legally binding global treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which expires in 2012.
http://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-comments/past-issues/volume-16-2010/january/copenhagen-accord-
faces-first-test/
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Climate Change and Development. GSDRC Overview of Available Research.

This Governance and Social Development Resource Centre brief overview pulls together the key findings from a
series of recent GSDRC helpdesk research reports which explore the possible linkages between climate change,
governance, conflict and social development. Climate change is now recognised as a mainstream development
issue. As the negative impacts of climate change on the world’s poorest communities become clearer, strategies to
adapt to changing climatic conditions are increasingly being incorporated into development policy and practice.
Much of this work is informed by the existing literature on vulnerability and disaster risk reduction. However there
are still some important gaps in our understanding of the more intangible impacts of climate change.
www.gsdrc.org/go/research-helpdesk/hot-topic-climate-change

Food security / agriculture
Upcoming Events

UPCOMING EVENT: UNIDO to host high-level conference on African agribusiness and agro-industries. 8-
10 March 2010.

The UNIDO event in the capital, Abuja, from 8 to 10 March 2010 will bring together African Heads of State, Heads
of Government, Ministers and senior policy makers, as well as representatives of financial institutions.Participants
at the conference are expected to discuss and endorse specific commitments to enhance the role of agribusiness
and agro-industries in promoting food security, employment generation and sustainable economic growth in Africa.
The event is being organized by UNIDO, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, the UN Economic
Commission for Africa, and the International Fund for Agricultural Development, in cooperation with the
Government of Nigeria, the African Union and the African Development Bank.
www.unido.org/index.php?id=7881&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=432&cHash=a4aac8f319

News

An open trading system enhances global food security. ECIPE Reform the CAP website. January 2010.
How does the CAP affect poverty and hunger abroad? Prof. Alan Matthews observes improvements in EU policy,
such as the reduction of export subsidies and tariff-free market access for least developed countries. But further
steps are necessary if trade is to develop its full potential in the struggle for global food security.
www.reformthecap.eu/an-open-trading-system-enhances-global-food-security

International Relations
EU institutional change

EU mandarins drafting blueprint for diplomatic corps. EUobserver. 22 January 2010.

EU High Representative Ashton has created a "high-level group" of 13 people to advise her on the proposal for
designing the EU's diplomatic corps, the External Action Service. It held its first two meetings in January, with initial
talks dominated by which bits of the commission budget, such as the €285 million a year Instrument for Stability or
the €3 billion a year European Development Fund, the EEAS should gobble up. Tthe tight deadline 