
Topics monitored

Some sections may be empty if there was no news this week.
For archives: http://delicious.com/cotonou_online/policy_news

Editor ’s Pick........................................................ 2
Off the track.........................................................4
Development Policy........................................... 4

International external assistance.......................................... 4
EU external assistance......................................................... 4
International development and aid effectiveness .................5
EU development effectiveness............................................. 7
Financing for development....................................................9
EU Coordination, Complementarity and Coherence (3Cs)  
and division of labour............................................................ 9
Migration and development...................................................9
Climate change and development...................................... 10
Food security / agriculture...................................................10

International Relations....................................11
EU institutional change ...................................................... 11
EU Common Foreign and Security Policy – The EU’s role in 
the world..............................................................................12
Conflict, peace-building, security and development (for all  
conflict and peace related items that are not explicitly CFSP  
related)................................................................................ 12
EU enlargement / neighbourhood policy ............................14
Political dialogue – ACP-EU................................................14
Joint Africa-EU Strategy .....................................................14
African Union / NEPAD....................................................... 14

Economic and Trade Cooperation................16
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) negotiations ...16
Aid for Trade / EPA development support...........................18
Monitoring EPA implementation.......................................... 19
General economic and trade issues................................... 19

Governance....................................................... 21
ACP governance initiatives................................................. 21
Governance and development partners .............................22
EU-Africa governance dialogue.......................................... 23
Civil society......................................................................... 23
Decentralisation and local governance...............................24

Knowledge Management and 
Communication.................................................24

Capacity development........................................................ 24
Knowledge management.................................................... 24
Research for development..................................................24
Monitoring, evaluation and learning in international  
cooperation......................................................................... 25
Communication for development........................................ 25

No. 26 – 29 January 2010

Dear Reader,

African government officials have been meeting this week in  

preparation for this weekend’s African Union (AU) Summit. In  

the Weekly Compass-Extended Version, we provide links to 

reports as well as to the AU-NEPAD African Action Plan 2010-

2015 and a new AfriMap guide to AU structures and  

processes.  The South African Institute of International Affairs  

published its findings from South Africa’s first African Peer  

Review Mechanism Implementation Report and other  

interesting papers. ECIPE published a paper on EU Trade  

Policy under the Lisbon Treaty and Eurodad a review on  

procurement and development effectiveness. Upcoming  

events, including on the new EU External Action Service and  

tenders on governance and development, are also announced.  

Finally, ECDPM is pleased to unveil its latest communication 

product, Talking Points, a new blog that aims to deepen 

exchanges on pertinent policy issues between ECDPM staff  

and our partners. With a focus on the ‘how’ and ‘what next’  

questions in international cooperation, Talking Points will 

complement the Weekly Compass. Click here to start 

exchanging.

All the best,

Melissa

Melissa Julian

mj@ecdpm.org 
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Editor’s Pick

Towards a Joint Caribbean-EU Strategy

As a small and vulnerable region, the Caribbean is likely to be even more affected by the international economic 

crisis and new global challenges. The Caribbean has had longstanding relations with the European Union since 

1975, but both are redefining their external relations priorities in the context of a rapidly evolving geopolitical 

scene. The challenge now it seems is to start a joint reflection process on a future partnership that enables both 

parties to better respond to global challenges. Caribbean integration and the future Caribbean-EU partnership is 

one area addressed under the recently established Memorandum of Understanding between ECDPM and the 

Institute of International Relations at the University of the West Indies in Trinidad and Tobago. In the run up to the 

EU-Latin America/Caribbean Summit of Heads of State in mid-May in Madrid, the current Spanish EU Presidency, 

with the support of ECDPM, will stimulate reflection on the future of the Caribbean-EU partnership. Click here to 

read more. 

Policy News Highlights

Less pretension, more ambition: On-line debate on Dutch development assistance

On 18 January the Netherlands Scientific Council for Government Policy presented its report “Less Pretension, 

More Ambition: Development that Makes a Difference” to the Dutch Minister for Development Cooperation, Bert 

Koenders. This long-awaited study proposes substantial changes in the organisation of Dutch aid as well as more 

structural attention for global public goods. The bi-monthly magazine, The Broker, is hosting an on-line debate on 

the issues raised in report, with more than sixty contributions from Dutch experts and practitioners so far. While the 

first round of debate will be mainly in Dutch, the discussion will be broadened to include international 

commentators from early February. The April issue of The Broker will publish a special report with an article by the 

authors of the report as well as a summary of both the Dutch and international discussion.  Click here to contribute 

to the debate.

Latest issue of ECDPM-ICTSD’s Trade Negotiations Insights

2009 was perhaps not the most memorable year in ACP-EU Economic Partnership Agreement negotiations. 

Interim agreements are yet to be replaced by full agreements and several have still not been signed or 

implemented. The obstacles are well known, but Darlan F. Marti, one of the guest contributors to Trade 

Negotiations Insights’ (TNI) this month gets to the heart of the issue when he remarks that there is “great 

convergence over the fact that there continues to be a huge trust gap in the negotiations”.  This issue of TNI also 

includes articles on environmental and services provisions in EPAs, technical barriers to trade, what WTO draft 

modalities would mean for trade in sugar and the regular WTO and EPA Updates. Click here to read TNI. Click 

here to visit the acp-eu-trade.org website where the PDF and French versions will be posted next week.

Donors urged to address political, institutional and operational challenges facing multi-stakeholder 

collaboration 

Discussions began this week at the Annual General Assembly of the Global Donor Platform for Rural Development 

on donor support to the Comprehensive Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP). Led by the African 

Union’s New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD), this effort aims to eliminate hunger, reduce poverty 

and promote economic growth through agriculture-led development. While the underlying principles are sound,  

there are difficulties to be addressed before such principles can be turned into practical action argues the 

Overseas Development Institute (ODI). Click here to read the ODI Blog feature.
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On-line discussion on promoting access to regional and international markets for agricultural 

commodities in Eastern and Southern Africa

From 1 February to 15 March, the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) will provide an open space for 

discussion between policymakers, academics, researchers and representatives of regional economic 

communities, farmers’ organisations, the business community, and civil society. A summary of the discussion will 

be presented at the regional policy dialogue workshop on 17–18 March in Nairobi organised by FARA in 

collaboration with various organisations including ECDPM. Click here to join the discussion and forward it to your 

networks. 

Economic Partnership Agreements. Machiavellian instruments of EU trade policy or Samaritan 

development tools?

The European Union has been confronted with harsh critique as to the strategic motives and methods employed in 

its trade negotiations with ACP countries. There is increasing concern about the developmental value of EPAs and 

their support for sustainable regional economic integration. This article by Katharina Anna Serrano in the 

International Journal of Private Law examines whether EPAs truly are development tools or rather strategic 

instruments used by the EU as catalysts in achievement of a global player status.  The theoretical framework 

employed for this analysis is based on Machiavelli's virtues proposed to a successful leader in his work Il Principe. 

These are critically compared with EU's aims and objectives as expressed in the legal framework underlying EU-

ACP relations.  Click here to read the article.

Spanish EU Presidency supports quotas to ensure women's involvement in peace processes and conflict 

resolution

"In conflict areas many battles are fought without guns. Women are often at the forefront of these struggles to 

ensure decent living conditions for households and communities.” These were the words of Spanish  Vice-

president,  María Teresa Fernández de la Vega, speaking at the conference on ‘Women, Peace and Security’  in 

Brussels. Convened by the European Commission and NATO to raise awareness ahead of the upcoming UN 

ministerial review conference on women, peace and security in October. The conference attracted close to 500 

participants. Click here for a full report of the conference. Click here for ECDPM’s study on Enhancing the EU 

response to women and armed conflict with particular reference to Development Policy.

EU steps up border controls on imports of certain feed and food of non-animal origin

From 25 January 2010, all European Union Member States will step up their border controls on a number of pre-

listed products originating from outside the EU in an effort to limit possible harm to human and animal health such 

as aflatoxins in nuts and pesticides in fruits and vegetables. The European Commission will produce quarterly 

reviews of the list of concerned products to ensure that a high level of consumer and health protection is 

guaranteed throughout the EU. Click here to read the regulation. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ECDPM posts the latest news on international relations, development, economic, trade and governance policies daily on its website. Click here to 

access the full list of all the news we’ve collected this week. A convenient “Topics” feature also allows you to quickly scan your specific areas of 

interest.
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Off the track

Effectiveness of EC support in the area of justice and home affairs for the Western Balkans

A focus on regional integration, more local ownership and increased donor coordination is necessary to provide 

more efficient and effective European Commission assistance and enhance sustainable results. This according to 

EU Member States in their conclusions on the audit of investment and institution-building projects in asylum and 

migration, integrated border management, judiciary and police. Click here to read the Court of Auditors report.

Development Policy

International external assistance

Upcoming events

Marketplace on innovative finance for development. Paris. 4-5 March 2010.

The Agence Française de Développement (AFD), the World Bank and the Bill et Melinda Gates Foundation invite 

development actors to a Marketplace on Innovative Financial Solutions for Development. The Marketplace will 

bring together hundreds of development practitioners, donors, philanthropists, social entrepreneurs, academics, 

representatives from a range of financial institutions, and policy makers. http://en.fininnov.org/

 

News

Gates warns of pressure on health aid. FT. 25 January 2010. 

The leading philanthropist has warned that growing donor support for climate change threatens thousands of lives 

in the developing world by squeezing out funding for health. 

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/9c0ffb78-091e-11df-ba88-00144feabdc0.html 

Civil society urges the OECD to develop a political agenda on tax justice and development. Eurodad. 22 

January 2010. 

In 2010, the world’s governments will review progress towards their commitments in the Millennium Development 

Goals. A successful outcome to these goals looks increasingly unlikely, demonstrating the limitations of 

overreliance on aid as the main source of funds to deliver these commitments. The Doha Declaration on Financing 

for Development, and the outcome of the United Nations Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis 

and its Impact on Development, both recognised that the international community has a responsibility to help 

developing countries to raise their own revenue for development, including through enhanced cooperation to 

combat tax evasion. Civil society organisations welcome efforts by the OECD to connect its work on development 

and on tax. The OECD’s considerable technical expertise in the matter of tax administration and cooperation 

makes it an important partner in work to help developing countries improve their domestic resource mobilisation. 

www.eurodad.org/whatsnew/articles.aspx?id=3976 

EU external assistance
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International development and aid effectiveness

Better Aid. Civil Society and Aid Effectiveness. Findings, Recommendations and Good Practice. OECD. 

Forthcoming. February 2010. 

In the Accra Agenda for Action (2008), donors and developing country governments commit to deepening their 

engagement with civil society organisations (CSOs). Better aid requires a broader understanding of the aid 

effectiveness agenda and a place for CSOs as development actors in their own right and as aid donors, recipients 

and partners. This book is a resource for implementing the recommendations on civil society and aid effectiveness 

emerging from the Accra High Level Forum and its preparatory process. These recommendations address a broad 

community, including developing country governments, donors, and CSOs from developing and developed 

countries.  www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264056794 

World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2010 includes discussions on the redesign of international aid 

architecture. Davos. 27-31 January 2010. 

Disputes over how best to reform the global financial system are set to dominate this year's World Economic 

Forum in Davos. But there will also be several discussions relevant for development cooperation, including: How 

should the architecture for international aid be redesigned? How can fragile states be strengthened? How can 

Africa improve its regional collaboration going forward? Redesigning the International Monetary System. 

www.weforum.org/en/events/AnnualMeeting2010/index.htm 

Procurement and Development Effectiveness. A Literature Review. Eurodad. 26 January 2010. 

Eurodad has identified public procurement policies and practices by developing country governments and aid 

agencies as a key area in which more progress is needed in order to improve the effectiveness of official 

development assistance. Eurodad has chosen to focus on this area as it launches its new research project to 

inform civil society positions ahead of the upcoming High Level Forum that will take place in Seoul in 2011. The 

research will comprise country case studies and a synthesis report whose findings will be used in Eurodad’s 

activities towards the Fourth High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in 2011.This literature review is a part of this 

project. Its main purpose is to map and review the relevant literature on procurement as a development policy tool 

and to inform the case study work. http://betteraid.org/index.php?

option=com_content&task=view&id=235&Itemid=26

China makes foray into Mauritius. FT. 25 January 2010. 

China’s state-led approach to foreign investment is muscling India aside in its traditional ‘backyard’ with a $700m 

investment in a special economic zone in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius. 

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/492e0c72-095c-11df-ba88-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=rss 

Africa Policy Outlook 2010. Foreign Policy in Focus, United States. 22 January 2010. 

The year 2010 will be critical for U.S. policy toward Africa, from Sudan to Somalia and the Congo to Zimbabwe. 

President Barack Obama should use the fast-closing window of opportunity to begin a new era in U.S.-Africa 

relations characterized by a people-centered development strategy and respect for human rights, the environment, 

peace and justice. www.fpif.org/articles/africa_policy_outlook_2010 

What Works in Development? Thinking Big and Thinking Small. Brookings Institution Seminar. Audio of 

the debate. 21 January 2010. 

In What Works in Development? (Brookings Press, 2009), Brookings Nonresident Fellow Jessica Cohen and 

Nonresident Senior Fellow William Easterly bring together leading experts to address one of the most basic yet 

vexing issues in development: what do we really know about what works—and what doesn't—in fighting global 
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poverty? The authors focus on this key question and the ongoing debate over which paths to development truly 

maximize results. www.brookings.edu/events/2010/0121_development.aspx 

Crushed Aid. Fragmentation in Sectoral Aid. OECD. January 2010. 

This paper measures and compares fragmentation in aid sectors. A sector analysis provides a better picture of 

fragmentation. In 2007, more than 90 000 projects were running simultaneously. In parallel to this boom of aid 

projects, there has been a major shift towards social sectors and, as a consequence, these are the most 

fragmented. Some countries suffer from too little fragmentation. An original contribution of this paper is to develop 

a monopoly index that identifies countries where a donor enjoys monopoly power. Once the number of donors in a 

country-sector is controlled, democratic countries do not appear different from non-democratic ones in any sector 

and poor countries actually have a slightly less fragmented aid allocation. 

http://swopec.hhs.se/hasite/papers/hasite0006.pdf 

Sector-based approaches in agriculture. Overseas Development Institute. January 2010. 

Research on sector-based approaches in agriculture suggests that, while they have contributed to improvements 

in process and dialogue, they remain expensive experiments. A heavy emphasis on systems and institutional 

capacity building initiatives has made service delivery a secondary concern. It seems that such approaches have 

become too focused on the means, rather than on their intended ends. Even so, they continue to be relevant to the 

pursuit of developmental objectives in agriculture, and the time may be right to reinvigorate the whole approach. 

This will require addressing the political, institutional and operational factors that have hampered their success to 

date. 

http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/details.asp?id=4636&title=sector-based-approaches-

agriculture&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+ODI+

(Overseas+Development+Institute)&utm_content=Bloglines

Pelican Initiative. Platform for Evidence-based Learning and Communications for Social Change. 

The space seeks to bring together development practitioners from different disciplines, specialists and policy 

makers to explore: 1) evidence and learning for policy change, 2) learning in organisations and among partners, 3) 

society-wide learning among a multitude of stakeholders. The central question is: "How can we learn more from 

what we do while at the same time having the biggest possible impact on the social change processes in which we 

engage? http://dgroups.org/Community.aspx?c=3c4b8b5b-d151-4c38-9e7b-7a8a1a456f20 

AfricaFocus. News, analysis and advocacy. Website. 

This website, edited by William Minter, features high-quality analysis and progressive advocacy on African issues, 

with particular attention to priority issues affecting the entire continent. The heart of the website is the AfricaFocus 

Bulletin produced and distributed one to three times a week.  www.africafocus.org/ 

Africa. Altered States, Ordinary Miracles. Richard Dowden. 2009. 

The Economist's Africa correspondent delivers, after a lifetime's close observation of the miraculous continent, a 

landmark book on life and death in modern Africa. Dowden has now, after 35 years on the continent, written a 

memoiristic history of its peoples' experiences in the wake of the European withdrawal and the superpowers' 

arrival. He has been present at each of the continent's major crises and writes illuminatingly about them, but he is 

as passionate about the warmth, wisdom and joy he has encountered in peacetime, and the diversity of habits, 

attitudes and purposes to which he has been Britain's best witness. His book is no less than a benchmark 

publication on this most misunderstood and mishandled of continents. Click here for the New York Times review of 

the book: http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/03/books/review/Kristof-t.html 

www.amazon.com/Africa-Altered-States-Ordinary-Miracles/dp/1846271541 
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See Africa Differently. A new Web site aims to present a more positive image of the continent. 

www.seeafricadifferently.com/ 

Effectiveness of Ashoka Innovators for the Public due to wide inter-connectedness. See this useful 

interactive map that could be replicated for other organisations. xigi.net. 

Xigi.net is aa space for making connections and gathering intelligence, a social network, tool provider, and online 

platform for tracking the nature and amount of investment activity in emerging markets. But in the case of 

Washington-based Ashoka, Innovators for the Public, the network maps shows connections between the 

organisation's social entrepreneurs. Check out the map for the deservedly well-connected Ashoka fellows. The 

point is that part of the effectiveness of Ashoka is because they are so well connected, and they make all their 

partners in turn more effective in turn by being connected to the well-connected Ashoka. Social networks could be 

a powerful vehicle for spreading information. www.xigi.net//index.php?map=entity&map_en=398 

EU development effectiveness

Upcoming events

Minder pretentie, meer ambitie (Less pretension, more ambition). On-line debate on Dutch development 

assistance. The Broker. 25 January 2010. 

On 18 January 2010 the Scientific Council for Government Policy (WRR) presented its report ‘Minder pretentie, 

meer ambitie: ontwikkelingshulp die verschil maakt’ to the Dutch Minister for Development Cooperation, Mr Bert 

Koenders. This long-awaited study promotes substantial changes in the organisation of Dutch aid as well as more 

structural attention for global public goods. More than sixty Dutch experts and practitioners have committed to 

contribute their opinions and comments. The first round of debate will be mainly in Dutch; English summaries will 

be provided. In early February, the discussion will be broadened to include international commentators. The April 

issue of The Broker will publish a special report with an article by the authors of the WRR report as well as a 

summary of both the Dutch and international discussion. 

www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/Minder-pretentie-meer-ambitie 

A future for aid money? Development cooperation in European perspective. Maastricht Debates. 23 March 

2010. 

Debate on the European implications of the report by the Ducth Scientific Council for Government Policy (WRR) 

on development aid, ‘Less pretension, more ambition. Development aid that makes a difference' * Mr. Peter van 

Lieshout, lead author WRR report ‘Less pretension, more ambition. Development aid that makes a difference' 

(Minder pretentie, meer ambitie: ontwikkelingshulp die verschil maakt) * Mr. Paul Engel, Director European Centre 

for Development Policy Management (ECDPM) * Mrs. Brave R. Ndisale, Ambassador of the Republic of Malawi to 

the EU (asked) 

http://www.maastrichtdebates.net/programme/2009-2010/a-future-for-aid-money-development-cooperation-in-

european-perspective/

UPCOMING TENDER: Systematic Reviews for International Development. UK DFID via Research for 

Development. February 2010. 

The UK Department for International Development (DFID) is piloting an exciting systematic review project that 

aims to strengthen evidence-informed decision making. This alert is to disseminate awareness of an upcoming call 

for systematic review groups. Systematic reviewing is a well-established methodology that aims to bring the rigour 

of primary studies to secondary studies and surveys. In brief, they systematically map the evidence base, critically 
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appraise the evidence and produce a synthesis of the best available evidence. DFID will commission 25 

systematic reviews in mid-February 2010 focusing on 5 thematic areas: * Agriculture and Food * Climate and the 

Environment * Governance in Challenging Environments * Growth * Human Development If you are interested in 

forming a review team and being part of a cutting-edge pilot to increase the use of evidence in policy, please look 

out for the call for proposals in February. www.research4development.info/news.asp?ArticleID=50565 

News

EU Council ACP Working Groups discusses EPAs and development and revision of the EU-ACP Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. 26 January 2010. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/cm01/cm01265.en10.pdf 

EU Foreign Ministers agree on actions in Haiti and Somalia and to resume cooperation with Mauritania. 25 

January 2010. 

On Haiti, the Council agreed that the Union would provide, in response to the UN appeal: – engineering expertise 

and equipment to open routes in order to facilitate the delivery of aid; – a maritime logistical capacity able to 

operate without port facilities; – a collective EU contribution, numbering at least 300 police personnel, to provide a 

temporary reinforcement of the police capability of the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). On Somalia, 

the Council agreed to set up a crisis management operation to contribute to the training of the National Security 

Forces of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). It also discussed the prosecution of captured pirates in 

connection with the implementation of the mandate of the EU's counter-piracy operation, EU NAVFOR Atalanta. 

The Council adopted a decision normalising its relationship and fully resuming development cooperation with the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania (5012/10). 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=1850&lang=EN&directory=EN/foraff/&fileName=112569.pdf

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

Public Goods provided by Agriculture in the European Union. New EC study. 25 January 2010.  

The Common Agricultural Policy plays a critical role in helping farmers to deliver environmental goods and 

services, provided that policies are targeted in the right way. This is the key message of a report published today 

for DG Agriculture and Rural Development by the Institute for European Environmental Policy. The report is a first 

ever attempt to identify the full range of environmental public goods provided by farmers across Europe and sets 

out the arguments for paying for their delivery via the public purse. The study identifies a wide range of diverse 

environmental and social public goods that are provided by European farmers. In addition, farmers manage the 

land for carbon storage and help to maintain high quality water and soils. The results of this study come at a time 

when the debate about the future of the CAP is intensifying and when the objectives and priorities of the CAP for 

the period after 2013 are being discussed. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?

reference=IP/10/46&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

ACP Council of Ministers, Reports, decisions and resolutions adopted, including on the WTO, EPAs, 

commodities. 16 - 19 November 2009. Posted on the web on 22 January 2010. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st02/st02102.en10.pdf 

Click here for the French version: http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/fr/10/st02/st02102.fr10.pdf 
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Belgian Development Agency, the implementing agency for Belgian Development Cooperation. New 

website. 

Since January "Building a Fair World" has become the signature of the Belgian Development Agency the 

implementing agency for Belgian Development Cooperation. www.btcctb.org/home 

EU institutions on Twitter and Facebook 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/twitter/index_en.htm 

Financing for development

Upcoming events

Marketplace on innovative finance for development. Paris. 4-5 March 2010. 

The Agence Française de Développement (AFD), the World Bank and the Bill et Melinda Gates Foundation invite 

development actors to a Marketplace on Innovative Financial Solutions for Development. The Marketplace will 

bring together hundreds of development practitioners, donors, philanthropists, social entrepreneurs, academics, 

representatives from a range of financial institutions, and policy makers. http://en.fininnov.org/ 

News

Civil society urges the OECD to develop a political agenda on tax justice and development. Eurodad. 22 

January 2010. 

In 2010, the world’s governments will review progress towards their commitments in the Millennium Development 

Goals. A successful outcome to these goals looks increasingly unlikely, demonstrating the limitations of 

overreliance on aid as the main source of funds to deliver these commitments. The Doha Declaration on Financing 

for Development, and the outcome of the United Nations Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis 

and its Impact on Development, both recognised that the international community has a responsibility to help 

developing countries to raise their own revenue for development, including through enhanced cooperation to 

combat tax evasion. Civil society organisations welcome efforts by the OECD to connect its work on development 

and on tax. The OECD’s considerable technical expertise in the matter of tax administration and cooperation 

makes it an important partner in work to help developing countries improve their domestic resource mobilisation. 

www.eurodad.org/whatsnew/articles.aspx?id=3976 

EU Coordination, Complementarity and Coherence (3Cs) and division of labour

Migration and development

African Expulsions From EU Rise Sharply. allAfrica.com. 22 January 2010. 

The number of asylum-seekers and other migrants expelled from the European Union in joint operations between 

its governments has grown three times in as many years, IPS has learned. At least 1,570 individuals were 

removed from the EU's territory in 31 flights coordinated by the bloc's external borders agency Frontex between 

Jan. 1 and Dec. 15 last year. This represented a tripling in joint expulsions - involving authorities from two or more 

EU states - since 2007. Some 428 migrants were flown out in such operations that year, with the figure rising to 

over 800 in 2008.  http://allafrica.com/stories/201001230010.html 
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EU Presidency seeks to regulate illegal immigration and integration policies. 22 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/jaifin.html 

Climate change and development

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Director assesses the state of talks in the wake of 

December's climate-change summit in Copenhagen. European Voice. 27 January 2010. 

www.europeanvoice.com/article/2010/01/after-copenhagen/66978.aspx 

Emerging economies up climate pressure on rich nations. EurActive. 25 January 2010. 

Four nations led by China pledged to meet an end-month deadline to submit action plans to cut greenhouse gas 

emissions and challenged rich countries to come up with funding to help fight global warming. Environment 

ministers and envoys from Brazil, South Africa, India and China, the so-called BASIC countries, met in New Delhi 

in a show of unity by countries whose greenhouse gas emissions are among the fastest rising in the world. The 

four countries confirmed they will disclose the voluntary steps they will take to help reduce global warming by the 

31 January deadline set during negotiations in Copenhagen, India's environment minister said after talks between 

the four nations in New Delhi on 24 January. 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/climate-environment/emerging-economies-climate-pressure-rich-nations/article-189195

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

Food security / agriculture

Upcoming Event

Invitation to on-line discussion group on Promoting Access to Regional and International Markets for Agricultural 

Commodities in Eastern and Southern Africa. Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa. 28 January 2010. 

You are hereby invited to participate in an electronic group discussion of about 6 weeks (01/02 – 15/03/2010). The 

electronic group discussion will provide an open space to stimulate discussion and elicit ideas on crucial 

agricultural trade policy issues in Eastern and Southern Africa. It involves policymakers, academics, researchers, 

representatives of SROs and RECs, farmers’ organizations, representatives from business community, NGOs and 

other civil society groups. The outcomes of the electronic group discussion will be collated. Thereafter, a detailed 

summary paper of the discussion will be presented during a face to face Eastern and Southern Africa regional 

policy dialogue workshop – 17th – 18th, March, 2010 in Nairobi, Kenya that FARA will organise in collaboration 

with various organisations including CTA and ECDPM. Click here<http://dgroups.org/?10pn7gk2> to accept the 

invitation and to froward it to your networks. 

http://dgroups.org/CommunityInfo.aspx?c=5bc3d691-add8-4304-9f87-523de32d2192

News

Donor support to the Comprehensive Agriculture Development Programme. Overseas Development 

Institute. 25 January 2010. 

As discussions begin in Rome on donor support to the Comprehensive Agriculture Development Programme 

(CAADP), it is time to move beyond debate on sound principles and address the root causes of failed policy 

coordination in agriculture The Annual General Assembly of the Global Donor Platform for Rural Development 
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(GPDRD) seems a good opportunity to start this shift in thinking. The Global Donor Platform Annual General 

Assembly should aim to answer the following questions. 

http://blogs.odi.org.uk/blogs/main/archive/2010/01/25/donor_agriculture_support_CAADP.aspx?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+ODI_Blog+

(Blogs+from+the+Overseas+Development+Institute)&utm_content=Bloglines

International Relations

EU institutional change 

Upcoming Event

European External Action Service Roundtable. EPLO. Brussels. 8 February 2010. 

This roundtable, which will bring together experts from civil society, EU institutions and Member States, is a follow 

up to EPLO’s first roundtable on the EEAS organized in September 2009. Its main objectives will be to exchange 

ideas on the structure of the EEAS, to discuss how the Service will help the EU meet its commitments on conflict 

prevention and peace-building and to provide expert analysis and recommendations on the Service. 

http://europafrica.net/2010/01/27/eplo-roundtable-on-the-european-external-action-service-on-monday-8th-

february-2010-in-brussels/

News

Latest list of incoming European Commissioners' heads of cabinets and spokespersons. EurActiv.com. 28 

January 2010. 

www.euractiv.com/en/future-eu/french-officials-tipped-top-eu-posts/article-189305 

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

EU 2010. A reappraisal. European Policy Centre Website. 21 January 2010. 

Europe enters a new decade facing strong internal and external challenges, says this commentary by Antonio 

Missiroli. However welcome, the Lisbon Treaty looks more a response to past rather than future challenges, which 

cannot generate the required political will or strategic vision. Externally Europe will need to get its act together and 

fight to make its voice heard among the 21st century’s new global players, but it will only be taken seriously if it 

can generate growth rates to match those of the emerging economic powers – and reform itself accordingly. 

www.epc.eu/en/pb.asp?TYP=TEWN&LV=187&see=y&t=&PG=TEWN/EN/detailpub&l=12&AI=1000 

EU institutions on Twitter and Facebook 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/twitter/index_en.htm 
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EU Common Foreign and Security Policy – The EU’s role in the world

EU presidency reconsidering China arms embargo. EUobserver. 27 January 2010. 

The Spanish EU presidency has indicated it is willing to reconsider the bloc's arms embargo with China, 

implemented over 20 years ago following the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown on Chinese pro-democracy 

protesters. Following a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels on Tuesday (26 January), Spanish foreign 

minister Miguel Angel Moratinos said his country was "weighing the pros and cons" of lifting the ban. 

http://euobserver.com/9/29343 

EU Foreign Ministers agree on actions in Haiti and Somalia and to resume cooperation with Mauritania. 25 

January 2010. 

On Haiti, the Council agreed that the Union would provide, in response to the UN appeal: – engineering expertise 

and equipment to open routes in order to facilitate the delivery of aid; – a maritime logistical capacity able to 

operate without port facilities; – a collective EU contribution, numbering at least 300 police personnel, to provide a 

temporary reinforcement of the police capability of the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). On Somalia, 

the Council agreed to set up a crisis management operation to contribute to the training of the National Security 

Forces of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). It also discussed the prosecution of captured pirates in 

connection with the implementation of the mandate of the EU's counter-piracy operation, EU NAVFOR Atalanta. 

The Council adopted a decision normalising its relationship and fully resuming development cooperation with the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania (5012/10). 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=1850&lang=EN&directory=EN/foraff/&fileName=112569.pdf

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

Conflict, peace-building, security and development (for all conflict and peace related items that 

are not explicitly CFSP related)

EU and NATO join forces to make women actors of peace and security. EC Press Release. 27 January 

2010. 

Vice-President Margot Wallström and NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen hosted a high-level 

conference on women, peace and security in the European Commission premises. This conference saw the 

participation of Spanish First Vice-President Maria Teresa Fernández de la Vega, Former US Secretary of State 

Madeleine Albright alongside civil society representatives, military officials, high-level policy-makers and 

witnesses. The participants concluded that all EU and NATO-led operations must comply with UN resolutions 

relating to women, peace and security, and must be supported by appropriate training, education, monitoring and 

evaluation mechanisms. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?

reference=IP/10/54&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

Spanish EU Presidency supports quotas to ensure women's involvement in peace processes. Spanish 

Presidency press release. 27 January 2010. 

The First Vice-president of the Spanish Government, María Teresa Fernández de la Vega, speaking at the 

conference ‘Women, Peace and Security’, held in Brussels by the European Commission and NATO, backed the 

idea of using quotas to ensure women's involvement at all levels, both civil and military, in peace processes and 
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conflict resolution. The Spanish Presidency of the European Union will work to help extend and approve plans of 

actions. De la Vega also announced that the Fifth Meeting of Women for a Better World will be held in March in 

Valencia. www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/vegamujeres.html 

Women, peace and security. Empowering women in peace and conflict conference. Video of the meeting. 

27 January 2010. 

Statements by - Margot WALLSTRÖM, EC Vice-President in charge of Institutional Relations and Communication 

Strategy - Madeleine K. ALBRIGHT, Chair of the NATO Strategic Concept Expert Group - Anders Fogh 

RASMUSSEN, NATO Secretary General - Maria Teresa FERNANDEZ DE LA VEGA, Spanish First Deputy Prime 

Minister. http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?page=1&date=01/27/2010&institution=0#84457 

EU Foreign Ministers agree on actions in Haiti and Somalia and to resume cooperation with Mauritania. 25 

January 2010. 

On Haiti, the Council agreed that the Union would provide, in response to the UN appeal: – engineering expertise 

and equipment to open routes in order to facilitate the delivery of aid; – a maritime logistical capacity able to 

operate without port facilities; – a collective EU contribution, numbering at least 300 police personnel, to provide a 

temporary reinforcement of the police capability of the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). On Somalia, 

the Council agreed to set up a crisis management operation to contribute to the training of the National Security 

Forces of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). It also discussed the prosecution of captured pirates in 

connection with the implementation of the mandate of the EU's counter-piracy operation, EU NAVFOR Atalanta. 

The Council adopted a decision normalising its relationship and fully resuming development cooperation with the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania (5012/10). 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=1850&lang=EN&directory=EN/foraff/&fileName=112569.pdf

Darfur deaths were disease-related. The Lancet. 23 January 2010. 

A study published in The Lancet has found that 80 per cent of deaths presumed to be conflict-related in Darfur, 

Sudan, are actually caused by diseases such as diarrhoea. They say that displaced individuals living in poor 

sanitary conditions are particularly vulnerable to diarrhoea-related disease, and call for "adequate humanitarian 

assistance" to aid with prevention and treatment. http://press.thelancet.com/darfur.pdf 

Security and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa. Looking to the Future. SAIIA via allAfrica.com. 22 

January 2010. 

The presentation to the Commander's Speaker Programme at the US Africa Command, US Military Headquarters 

in Stuttgart. Moeletsi Mbeki is deputy chairman of the South African Institute of International Affairs an independent 

think tank based at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201001220759.html?viewall=1

Conflict and Fragility. Do No Harm. International Support for Statebuilding. OECD. January 2010. 

How can donors ensure they do no harm? How can they be sure they intervene constructively in fragile situations? 

Do No Harm provides practical guidance based on the results of research undertaken on behalf of the OECD DAC 

International Network on Conflict and Fragility (INCAF). The book is based on comparative case studies of six 

countries (Afghanistan, Bolivia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nepal, Rwanda and Sierra Leone) and a 

comprehensive literature review. It addresses how the interventions of OECD countries may risk undermining 

positive statebuilding processes, and makes recommendations as to how this may be avoided in the future. Do No 

Harm is an important source to guide external engagement in situations of fragility and conflict, both at the policy 

and the field level. www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264077386 
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EU enlargement / neighbourhood policy 

Political dialogue – ACP-EU

EU Foreign Ministers agree on actions in Haiti and Somalia and to resume cooperation with Mauritania. 25 

January 2010. 

On Haiti, the Council agreed that the Union would provide, in response to the UN appeal: – engineering expertise 

and equipment to open routes in order to facilitate the delivery of aid; – a maritime logistical capacity able to 

operate without port facilities; – a collective EU contribution, numbering at least 300 police personnel, to provide a 

temporary reinforcement of the police capability of the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). On Somalia, 

the Council agreed to set up a crisis management operation to contribute to the training of the National Security 

Forces of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG). It also discussed the prosecution of captured pirates in 

connection with the implementation of the mandate of the EU's counter-piracy operation, EU NAVFOR Atalanta. 

The Council adopted a decision normalising its relationship and fully resuming development cooperation with the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania (5012/10). 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=1850&lang=EN&directory=EN/foraff/&fileName=112569.pdf

Joint Africa-EU Strategy 

EU-Cape Verde Political Dialogue Meeting at Ministerial Level discuss EPAs and the JAES. Joint 

Communique. 26 January 2010. 

The parties welcomed continuation of negotiations with the EU on the Economic and Partnership Agreement for 

the West Africa region, as well as the progress made on the EPA Programme for Development. They stressed the 

need to overcome the last few steps in the negotiations as soon as possible. They also welcomed the Road Map 

for the implementation of the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) Regional Indicative Programme for West 

Africa. With regard to the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, the Ministers underlined the need to speed up the 

implementation process of the 1st Action Plan (2008-2010) urging all stakeholders, in particular the Regional 

Economic Communities, to identify the key deliverables for this year's third Africa-EU summit in Libya. In this 

context, Ministers drew particular attention to agreeing on a new implementing concept for the coming years. Both 

parties confirmed their full commitment to actively engage in the implementation of the Strategy. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=360&lang=EN&directory=en/er/&fileName=112627.pdf

African Union / NEPAD

Strengthening Popular Participation in the African Union. A Guide to AU Structures and Processes. 

AfriMAP and Oxfam International. 27 January 2010. 

The African Union (AU) has committed to a vision of Africa that is ‘integrated, prosperous and peaceful … driven 

by its own citizens, a dynamic force in the global arena.’ (Vision and Mission of the African Union, May 2004.) This 

guide is an effort to take up the challenge of achieving this vision. It is a tool to assist activists to engage with AU 

policies and programmes. It describes the AU decision-making process and outlines the roles and responsibilities 

of the AU institutions. This guide aims to help those organisations that wish to engage the AU but do not currently 

know where to start by providing an outline of the key institutions and processes and suggesting ways to influence 
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them. The Guide is divided into three sections: • Part 1: A description of AU organs and institutions. • Part 2: 

Suggestions on how to influence AU decisions and policy processes. • Part 3: A summary of the debate to 

restructure the AU into a ‘Union Government’. 

www.afrimap.org/english/images/report/AfriMAP-AU-Guide-EN.pdf 

AU Echo Newsletter. Special Edition for the AU Summit. 25 January 2010. 

www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2010/January/summit/auecho/issue1.pdf 

Allocution de Jean PING Président de la Commission de l’Union Africaine Séance d’ouverture du Comité 

des Représentants Permanents. 25 janvier 2010. 

http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2010/January/summit/speeches/PRC CP AUC opening.doc

African Union Summit website

http://www.africa-union.org/root/AU/Conferences/2010/january/summit/14thsummit.html 

Reflections on the Challenges and Prospects of the African Union. europafrica. 21 January 2010. 

After the idea of creating an African Union (AU) along the same lines as the European Union (EU) was vigorously 

revived in the mid-1990s, the move was concretized with the adoption of the Sirte Declaration on September 9, 

1999, calling for the creation of an African Union…Seven years after its inauguration in 2002, the AU is yet to put 

its act together… For African governments the greatest challenge now is to demonstrate in practical terms their 

readiness to embark on a deliberate, sustained and practicable plan to transfer elements of state sovereignty to 

the newly established AU supranational institutions. 

http://europafrica.net/2010/01/27/reflections-on-the-challenges-and-prospects-of-the-african-union/

AU-NEPAD African Action Plan 2010-2015. Advancing Regional and Continental Integration in Africa. 

Sectors. January 2010. 

http://www.google.com/url?

sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=1&ved=0CAcQFjAA&url=http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/27/32/44326734.pdf&rct=j&

q=AU/NEPAD%F4%80%80%83AFRICAN%F4%80%80%83ACTION%F4%80%80%83PLAN

%F4%80%80%83%F4%80%80%83+2010%F4%80%8D%B22015:%F4%80%80%83+Advancing

%F4%80%80%83Regional%F4%80%80%83and%F4%80%80%83Continental%F4%80%80%83+Integration

%F4%80%80%83in%F4%80%80%83Africa%F4%80%80%83&ei=5UphS7qgMYza-

Qacyoi3DA&usg=AFQjCNE1zCampB0mkOIxNZWwSyoEb8hCjA

AU-NEPAD African Action Plan 2010-2015. Advancing Regional and Continental Integration in Africa. 

Strategic Overview. January 2010. 

www.oecd.org/LongAbstract/0,3425,en_33873108_33844437_44326715_1_1_1_1,00.html 

AU-NEPAD African Action Plan 2010-2015. Advancing Regional and Continental Integration in Africa. 

Matrix of Priority Programmes and Projects. January 2010. 

www.oecd.org/dataoecd/27/33/44326724.pdf 

Centre for Citizens’ Participation in the African Union. Website. 

The Centre for Citizens’ Participation in the African Union (CCP-AU), which had initially begun its work as a task 

force on 2007, was established with the mandate of coordinating and facilitating the activities of participating Civil 

Society Organisations and to encourage that of others around the continent in their engagement with the AU. It 

currently aspires to serve as a platform to encourage a people-centred African Union where citizens get to have a 
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say and take matters into their own hands so as to influence decisions made that would eventually affect them. It 

also seeks to broaden and strengthen opportunities for a sustainable and significant engagement between Civil 

Society Organisations and the African Union. www.ccpau.org/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx 

Economic and Trade Cooperation

Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) negotiations 

The SADC FTA Tariff Phase-down Schedule. TRALAC. 27 January 2010. 

Taku Fundira of the Trade Law Centre for Southern Africa writes that according to the commitments made by 

members, tariff phase down would be implemented in stages with products placed in categories for phase down. 

These categories are as follows. 

http://www.tralac.org/cgi-bin/giga.cgi?cmd=cause_dir_news_item&cause_id=1694&news_id=81131&cat_id=1059

Pacific trade adviser concerned about independence. PACNEWS. 27 January 2010. 

The man selected to take on the role of chief trade adviser to the Pacific Island nations says there is a case for 

suspending negotiations for the PACER Plus trade agreement until his office is established. In his first public 

statement since accusations were made that the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is delaying the appointment of 

the Pacific's chief trade adviser, the adviser-elect, Dr Chris Noonan, has told Radio Australia he was disappointed 

he has not been able to negotiate acceptable conditions for his contract. 

www.pina.com.fj/index.php?p=pacnews&m=read&o=14332641644b5f8d56014e4401dcda 

Congo-Brazzaville President, Denis Sassou Nguesso, takes over the rotating presidency of CEMAC. 

Afrique Avenir. 27 janvier 2010. 

http://www.afriqueavenir.org/2010/01/27/denis-sassou-nguesso-prend-la-presidence-de-la-cemac/

EU-Cape Verde Political Dialogue Meeting at Ministerial Level discuss EPAs and the JAES. Joint 

Communique. 26 January 2010. 

The parties welcomed continuation of negotiations with the EU on the Economic and Partnership Agreement for 

the West Africa region, as well as the progress made on the EPA Programme for Development. They stressed the 

need to overcome the last few steps in the negotiations as soon as possible. They also welcomed the Road Map 

for the implementation of the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) Regional Indicative Programme for West 

Africa. With regard to the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, the Ministers underlined the need to speed up the 

implementation process of the 1st Action Plan (2008-2010) urging all stakeholders, in particular the Regional 

Economic Communities, to identify the key deliverables for this year's third Africa-EU summit in Libya. In this 

context, Ministers drew particular attention to agreeing on a new implementing concept for the coming years. Both 

parties confirmed their full commitment to actively engage in the implementation of the Strategy. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/loadDocument.aspx?

id=360&lang=EN&directory=en/er/&fileName=112627.pdf

New EC DG Trade organisation chart. 25 January 2010. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145610.htm 
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The Bahamas initials EPA trade in services and investment commitments with the European Union. EC 

Press Release. 25 January 2010. 

The Bahamas has initialled on 25 January 2010 its trade in services and investment commitments with the EU as 

part of the Economic Parnership Agreement which links the EU and 15 Caribbean States. These commitments will 

enhance predictability and legal certainty in the Bahamas and hence encourage foreign direct investment for the 

benefit of the local economy. The Bahamas service providers and investors will also obtain better access to the EU 

market, as provided for in the Cariforum-EU EPA. http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=511 

ACP Council of Ministers, Reports, decisions and resolutions adopted, including on the WTO, EPAs, 

commodities. 16 - 19 November 2009. Posted on the web on 22 January 2010. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st02/st02102.en10.pdf 

Click here for the French version: http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/fr/10/st02/st02102.fr10.pdf 

 

L’intégration sous-régionale devient la priorité des priorités dans la zone CEMAC. World Bank. 21 janvier 

2010. 

* Les Chefs d’Etat des pays membres de la zone CEMAC adoptent des mesures concrètes en faveur de 

l’intégration sous-régionale * Audits, poursuites judiciaires et relance des dossiers clés à court et moyen termes à 

l’issue du sommet de Bangui * La Banque mondiale soutient des projets d’envergure visant à appuyer une 

dynamique communautaire accrue dans cet espace qui regroupe sept pays, dont deux enclavés 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/ACCUEILEXTN/NEWSFRENCH/0,,contentMDK:22451034~menuP

K:51200699~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:1074931,00.html

Trade in Services. EC meeting with Civil Society. Minutes. EC DG Trade. 16 January 2010. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145745.htm 

Un économiste togolais réclame le retour en Afrique de l’ouest de 3.000 milliards de FCFA de la BCEAO 

logés au trésor français. Ouestafnews. 14 janvier 2010. 

Kako Nubukpo est un économiste togolais, agrégé des Universités et un ex- fonctionnaire de la Banque Centrale 

des Etats de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO). Aujourd’hui consultant auprès de l’Union économique et monétaire 

ouest africaine (Uemoa), il nous a accordé un entretien dans lequel il dresse un bilan mitigé de cette institution 

sous régionale qui, en quinze ans, a réalisé très peu, se contentant surtout de gérer de grands équilibres macro-

économiques au détriment de l’amélioration des conditions de vie des citoyens. 

http://www.ouestaf.com/Un-economiste-togolais-reclame-le-retour-en-Afrique-de-l-ouest-de-3-000-milliards-de-

FCFA-de-la-BCEAO-loges-au-tresor_a2726.html

Economic Partnership Agreements. Machiavellian instruments of EU trade policy or Samaritan 

development tools? Katharina Anna Serrano in International Journal of Private Law 2009. January 2010. 

The European Union (EU) has recently been confronted with harsh critique as to the strategic motives and 

methods employed in its trade relations with African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. This has especially 

been the case after negotiations of economic partnership agreements (EPAs) have proven to be far from a smooth 

process. There is increasing concern about the developmental value of EPAs and their support for sustainable 

regional economic integration of ACP countries. This paper seeks to examine whether EPAs truly are development 

tools or rather strategic instruments used by the EU as catalysts in achievement of a global player status – at all 

cost. The theoretical framework employed for this analysis is based on Machiavelli's virtues proposed to a 

successful leader in his work Il Principe. These will be critically compared with EU's aims and objectives as 
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expressed in the legal framework underlying EU-ACP relations in the 21st century. 

www.inderscience.com/search/index.php?action=record&rec_id=24144 

Trade Negotiations Insights. ECDPM-ICTSD. January 2010. 

This issue includes articles on: environmental provisions in EPAs; services liberalisation from the perspective of 

the Eastern and Southern Africa; what the WTO draft modalities would mean for trade in sugar; a reflection on the 

17 essays authored by trade experts and senior policy-makers which are brought together in the recently 

published E-book, “Updating Economic Partnership Agreements to Today’s Global Challenges”; technical barriers 

to trade and proposals to overcome the challenges for ACP countries resulting from the abundance of technical 

rules and standards that must be followed in order to access the EU market. The regular WTO Round Up and EPA 

Update are also included. http://ictsd.org/news/tni/?volume=9&number=1 

Aid for Trade / EPA development support

Upcoming Event

Invitation to on-line discussion group on Promoting Access to Regional and International Markets for 

Agricultural Commodities in Eastern and Southern Africa. Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa. 28 

January 2010. 

You are hereby invited to participate in an electronic group discussion of about 6 weeks (01/02 – 15/03/2010). The 

electronic group discussion will provide an open space to stimulate discussion and elicit ideas on crucial 

agricultural trade policy issues in Eastern and Southern Africa. It involves policymakers, academics, researchers, 

representatives of SROs and RECs, farmers’ organizations, representatives from business community, NGOs and 

other civil society groups. The outcomes of the electronic group discussion will be collated. Thereafter, a detailed 

summary paper of the discussion will be presented during a face to face Eastern and Southern Africa regional 

policy dialogue workshop – 17th – 18th, March, 2010 in Nairobi, Kenya that FARA will organise in collaboration 

with various organisations including CTA and ECDPM. Click here<http://dgroups.org/?10pn7gk2> to accept the 

invitation and to froward it to your networks. 

http://dgroups.org/CommunityInfo.aspx?c=5bc3d691-add8-4304-9f87-523de32d2192 

News

EU high duties and strict standards keep food imports from poor countries out of Europe. Deutsche Welle. 

15 January 2010. 

Few products from developing countries make it to the EU due to high import tariffs and strict standards. High 

import taxes charged by the EU pose a major impediment to international trade.One particular problem is tariff 

escalation: Import tariffs increase the more processed a product becomes. This measure ensures that most 

imports to the EU are raw products like coffee, cocoa or pineapples which cannot be cultivated in Europe. In some 

cases, tariffs can reach up to 146 percent. Most developing countries do not benefit from tax-exemptions because 

they simply have no capacities to build up a food industry geared towards exports. Countries can export their 

goods to Europe duty-free, provided that every ingredient as well as the packaging originates in that particular 

country. For very poor countries, it is impossible to produce all these things themselves. A problems is posed also 

by the strict EU standards for imported food products. www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5127705,00.html 

EC DG Trade SPS newsletter. January 2010 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145740.htm 
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EU Council ACP Working Groups discusses EPAs and development and revision of the EU-ACP Cotonou 

Partnership Agreement. 26 January 2010. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/cm01/cm01265.en10.pdf 

New EC DG Trade organisation chart. 25 January 2010. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145610.htm 

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

EU steps up border controls on imports of non-animal origin. 25 January 2010. 

As of today, all EU Member States will step up their border controls on a number of pre-listed products -ranging 

from peanuts to fruit and vegetables- originating from outside the EU in an effort to limit possible harm to human 

and animal health. These controls are foreseen in Regulation (EC) No. 669/2009 which enters into application 

today and provides, for the first time ever, for a set of common rules for official controls on imports of certain feed 

and food of non-animal origin. The increased level of checks is to ascertain the possible presence of a number of 

substances that may pose a risk to human and animal health, such as aflatoxins in nuts and pesticides in fruits 

and vegetables. With the experience acquired at national level and by relying on the most recent available 

science, the Commission will proceed to quarterly reviews of the list of concerned products to ensure that a high 

level of consumer and health protection is guaranteed throughout the EU. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/controls/foodfeed/legisl_en.htm 

Monitoring EPA implementation

Côte d'Ivoire could sell its produce to the Sahel countries of West Africa, IPS via Fresh Plaza. 22 January 

2010. 

www.freshplaza.com/news_detail.asp?id=57692 

General economic and trade issues

World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2010 includes discussions on the redesign of internatinal aid 

architecture. Davos. 27-31 January 2010. 

Disputes over how best to reform the global financial system are set to dominate this year's World Economic 

Forum in Davos. But there will also be several discussions relevant for development cooperation, including: How 

should the architecture for international aid be redesigned? How can fragile states be strengthened? How can 

Africa improve its regional collaboration going forward? Redesigning the International Monetary System. 

www.weforum.org/en/events/AnnualMeeting2010/index.htm 

CONSULTATION INVITATION: The Global Economic Crisis and Developing Countries.Impact and 

Response. Oxfam International Working draft for consultation. 27 January 2010. 

Since early 2009, Oxfam has been researching the impact of the global economic crisis on Global crisis 

logopoverty and poor communities, and the way governments and others have responded. With co-authors 

Richard King and May Miller Dawkins, Duncan Green has pulled together focus group discussions and in depth 
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interviews with 2,500 people, 11 country case studies and regional overviews into a draft research paper, The 

Global Economic Crisis and Developing Countries: Impact and Response. The paper was published in draft on 27 

January, and they have allowed a month (ending 26 February) to get comments and feedback from as wide a 

group as possible both inside Oxfam and beyond. www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=1789 

 

China makes foray into Mauritius. FT. 25 January 2010. 

China’s state-led approach to foreign investment is muscling India aside in its traditional ‘backyard’ with a $700m 

investment in a special economic zone in the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius. 

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/492e0c72-095c-11df-ba88-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=rss 

New EC DG Trade organisation chart. 25 January 2010. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145610.htm 

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

EU steps up border controls on imports of non-animal origin. 25 January 2010. 

As of today, all EU Member States will step up their border controls on a number of pre-listed products -ranging 

from peanuts to fruit and vegetables- originating from outside the EU in an effort to limit possible harm to human 

and animal health. These controls are foreseen in Regulation (EC) No. 669/2009 which enters into application 

today and provides, for the first time ever, for a set of common rules for official controls on imports of certain feed 

and food of non-animal origin. The increased level of checks is to ascertain the possible presence of a number of 

substances that may pose a risk to human and animal health, such as aflatoxins in nuts and pesticides in fruits 

and vegetables. With the experience acquired at national level and by relying on the most recent available 

science, the Commission will proceed to quarterly reviews of the list of concerned products to ensure that a high 

level of consumer and health protection is guaranteed throughout the EU. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/controls/foodfeed/legisl_en.htm 

Public Goods provided by Agriculture in the European Union. New EC study. 25 January 2010. 

The Common Agricultural Policy plays a critical role in helping farmers to deliver environmental goods and 

services, provided that policies are targeted in the right way. This is the key message of a report published today 

for DG Agriculture and Rural Development by the Institute for European Environmental Policy. The report is a first 

ever attempt to identify the full range of environmental public goods provided by farmers across Europe and sets 

out the arguments for paying for their delivery via the public purse. The study identifies a wide range of diverse 

environmental and social public goods that are provided by European farmers. In addition, farmers manage the 

land for carbon storage and help to maintain high quality water and soils. The results of this study come at a time 

when the debate about the future of the CAP is intensifying and when the objectives and priorities of the CAP for 

the period after 2013 are being discussed. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?

reference=IP/10/46&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

ACP Council of Ministers, Reports, decisions and resolutions adopted, including on the WTO, EPAs, 

commodities. 16 - 19 November 2009. Posted on the web on 22 January 2010. 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st02/st02102.en10.pdf 

Click here for the French version: http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/fr/10/st02/st02102.fr10.pdf 

Global Economic Prospects 2010. Crisis, Finance, and Growth. World Bank. 21 January 2010. 
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The global economic recovery that is now underway will slow later this year as the impact of fiscal stimulus wanes. 

Financial markets remain troubled and private sector demand lags amid high unemployment, according to a new 

report from the World Bank. Global Economic Prospects 2010 warns that while the worst of the financial crisis may 

be over, the global recovery is fragile. It predicts that the fallout from the crisis will change the landscape for 

finance and growth over the next 10 years. 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTDECPROSPECTS/GEPEXT/EXTGEP2010/0,,menu

PK:6665259~pagePK:64167702~piPK:64167676~theSitePK:6665253,00.html

The Treaty of Lisbon and the European Union as an actor in international trade. ECIPE. January 2010. 

The Treaty of Lisbon will introduce a number of changes to European Union(EU) external trade policy decision 

making. These involve the scope of exclusive competence of the EU, the role of the European Parliament and the 

inclusion of trade in the common external action of the EU. This article discusses these changes but also provides 

an initial assessment of how the Treaty of Lisbon (ToL) might affect the role of the EU as an actor in international 

trade. After an introduction to the attributes of ‘an actor’ in international trade the article then summarises the main 

changes the ToL will bring about before discussing their likely ramifications. It argues that the ToL can be expected 

to strengthen the EU as a trade actor in a number of respects and that these should, to some degree, compensate 

for the relative decline in EU market power due to systemic changes in the international trading system. 

http://www.acp-eu-trade.org/library/library_detail.php?doc_language=en&library_detail_id=5217

Trade in Services. EC meeting with Civil Society. Minutes. EC DG Trade. 16 January 2010. 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/145745.htm 

EU high duties and strict standards keep food imports from poor countries out of Europe. Deutsche Welle. 

15 January 2010. 

Few products from developing countries make it to the EU due to high import tariffs and strict standards. High 

import taxes charged by the EU pose a major impediment to international trade.One particular problem is tariff 

escalation: Import tariffs increase the more processed a product becomes. This measure ensures that most 

imports to the EU are raw products like coffee, cocoa or pineapples which cannot be cultivated in Europe. In some 

cases, tariffs can reach up to 146 percent. Most developing countries do not benefit from tax-exemptions because 

they simply have no capacities to build up a food industry geared towards exports. Countries can export their 

goods to Europe duty-free, provided that every ingredient as well as the packaging originates in that particular 

country. For very poor countries, it is impossible to produce all these things themselves. A problems is posed also 

by the strict EU standards for imported food products. www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5127705,00.html 

Governance

ACP governance initiatives

Upcoming events

African Governance Institute 2010. 

Seminar on “current conceptions of developmental governance in Africa" - March 2010 - Workshop “Legitimation 

and legal pluralism in African countries” - April 2010 (To be confirmed) - Annual Conference on “Democracy and 

Human Rights” - 25 May 2010 - Annual conference Amilcar Cabral on “Economic and social transformations in 
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Africa” - 16 June 2010 - Annual Conference on “Conflict prevention, peace and security” - 21 September 2010 - 

Workshop on “Reinforcing the Electoral Institutions’ national capacity-building” - July 2010 - Seminar on 

“Governance and economic development” August 2010 - Organization of a thematic session on the “conceptions 

of governance in Africa: issues and perspectives” at the 22nd annual SASE Conference - 26 June 2010 

www.iag-agi.org/spip/article136.html 

News

Governance Perspectives. South African Institute of International Affairs Newsletter. January 2010.

http://www.saiia.org.za/index.php?option=com_acajoom&act=mailing&task=view&listid=4&mailingid=53 

Off Track? Findings from South Africa’s First APRM Implementation Report. South African Institute of 

International Affairs. January 2010. 

This paper summarises and analyses the First Report on the Implementation of South Africa’s African Peer Review 

Mechanism Programme of Action. Although the Implementation Report was initially praised at the African Union 

Summit in January 2009, a closer look reveals many of its faults and deficiencies. Instead of discussing the 

progress and achievements made in response to the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) National 

Programme of Action (NPoA), the Implementation Report mostly notes accomplishments since the end of 

apartheid and the country’s democratic transition in 1994. Their inclusion and a lack of evidence on NPoA progress 

cause the Implementation Report to lose focus, as a result of which it fails to provide an adequate assessment of 

the work done on implementing the NPoA. This paper also attempts to analyse the context within which the 

Implementation Report was written. It concludes by making recommendations to improve the implementation of 

the APRM in South Africa. 

http://www.saiia.org.za/occasional-papers/off-track-findings-from-south-africa-s-first-aprm-implementation-

report.html

Governance and development partners

Accountability and Transparency. A Guide for State Ownership. OECD. 27 January 2010. 

Using this Guide will facilitate the practical implementation of the OECD Guidelines on Corporate Governance of 

State-Owned Enterprises in the areas of transparency and accountability. It provides viable policy options and a 

step-by-step road map on how to address typical difficulties, risks and hurdles that may be encountered. It also 

provides concrete examples of good practices that can serve as a reference and inspiration. The Guide will help 

governments, their ownership entities and other stakeholders to evaluate existing practices and support reforms. 

In most countries, improving transparency and accountability in state-owned enterprises entails a number of 

complex challenges. Addressing these, with the help of this Guide, is an important step in the process of 

establishing well-governed and economically sound state-owned enterprises. 

www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264056633

EU General Affairs Council looks at the priorities for the six-month Spanish Presidency. 25 January 2010. 

www.eu2010.es/en/documentosynoticias/noticias/consejperv.html 

Conflict and Fragility. Do No Harm. International Support for Statebuilding. OECD. January 2010. 

How can donors ensure they do no harm? How can they be sure they intervene constructively in fragile situations? 

Do No Harm provides practical guidance based on the results of research undertaken on behalf of the OECD DAC 
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International Network on Conflict and Fragility (INCAF). The book is based on comparative case studies of six 

countries (Afghanistan, Bolivia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nepal, Rwanda and Sierra Leone) and a 

comprehensive literature review. It addresses how the interventions of OECD countries may risk undermining 

positive statebuilding processes, and makes recommendations as to how this may be avoided in the future. Do No 

Harm is an important source to guide external engagement in situations of fragility and conflict, both at the policy 

and the field level. 

www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264077386

State-Building Taxation for Developing Countries. Principles for Reform. Max Everest-Phillips. 

Development Policy Review. 2009.

The practical implications of adopting a state-building approach to tax reform need clarity now that the international 

community has come to recognise the importance of taxation as a 'state-building' process. This article seeks to 

address this gap. It identifies seven operating principles (political inclusion; accountability and transparency; 

perceived fairness; effectiveness; political commitment to shared prosperity; legitimisation of social norms and 

economic interests; and effective revenue-raising) as the essential characteristics for state-building taxation, and 

offers recommendations on potential reforms to implement them, illustrated by DFID/World Bank tax reforms in 

Yemen, Sierra Leone and Vietnam.

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/123209048/abstract?CRETRY=1&SRETRY=0 

EU-Africa governance dialogue

Civil society

Better Aid. Civil Society and Aid Effectiveness. Findings, Recommendations and Good Practice. OECD. 

Forthcoming. February 2010. 

In the Accra Agenda for Action (2008), donors and developing country governments commit to deepening their 

engagement with civil society organisations (CSOs). Better aid requires a broader understanding of the aid 

effectiveness agenda and a place for CSOs as development actors in their own right and as aid donors, recipients 

and partners. This book is a resource for implementing the recommendations on civil society and aid effectiveness 

emerging from the Accra High Level Forum and its preparatory process. These recommendations address a broad 

community, including developing country governments, donors, and CSOs from developing and developed 

countries. www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264056794 

Centre for Citizens’ Participation in the African Union. Website. 

The Centre for Citizens’ Participation in the African Union (CCP-AU), which had initially begun its work as a task 

force on 2007, was established with the mandate of coordinating and facilitating the activities of participating Civil 

Society Organisations and to encourage that of others around the continent in their engagement with the AU. It 

currently aspires to serve as a platform to encourage a people-centred African Union where citizens get to have a 

say and take matters into their own hands so as to influence decisions made that would eventually affect them. It 

also seeks to broaden and strengthen opportunities for a sustainable and significant engagement between Civil 

Society Organisations and the African Union. www.ccpau.org/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx 
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Decentralisation and local governance

UPCOMING TENDER: Vital Voices and Culture. Increasing People Participation in Good Governance and 

Development in Kenya. EC Tender. Open in April 2010. 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/europeaid/online-services/index.cfm?

ADSSChck=1264602544481&do=publi.detPUB&searchtype=QS&orderby=upd&orderbyad=Desc&nbPubliList=15

&page=1&aoref=129520

Knowledge Management and Communication

Capacity development

Knowledge management

Research for development

UPCOMING TENDER: Systematic Reviews for International Development. UK DFID via Research for 

Development. February 2010. 

The UK Department for International Development (DFID) is piloting an exciting systematic review project that 

aims to strengthen evidence-informed decision making. This alert is to disseminate awareness of an upcoming call 

for systematic review groups. Systematic reviewing is a well-established methodology that aims to bring the rigour 

of primary studies to secondary studies and surveys. In brief, they systematically map the evidence base, critically 

appraise the evidence and produce a synthesis of the best available evidence. DFID will commission 25 

systematic reviews in mid-February 2010 focusing on 5 thematic areas: * Agriculture and Food * Climate and the 

Environment * Governance in Challenging Environments * Growth * Human Development If you are interested in 

forming a review team and being part of a cutting-edge pilot to increase the use of evidence in policy, please look 

out for the call for proposals in February. www.research4development.info/news.asp?ArticleID=50565 

Communicating Research for Utilisation. Scoping Study of sub-Saharan universities, research institutions 

and NGOs on current awareness and desired capacity to undertake strategic research communication. 

Research for Development. January 2010. 

The Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU), the Centre for Research into Science and Technology 

(CREST) at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa, and Organisation Systems Development (OSD) have 

been commissioned to conduct a scoping study in a selected number of sub-Saharan universities, research 

institutions and NGOs on current awareness and desired capacity to undertake strategic research communication. 

A further element of the study is to conduct a scan of government policy-making bodies, one of the crucial 

stakeholders in communication and dissemination for uptake and utilisation of development research findings. For 

more information please contact the co-ordinator: Diana Coates at OSD on diana.coates@gmail.com. 

www.research4development.info/SearchResearchDatabase.asp?projectID=60694 
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Bridging the digital divide for African researchers through open access. SciDev.Net. January 2010. 

Kenyan researcher Joseph Juma Musakali asks what African research institutes can do to exploit the open access 

movement. Publishing scientific findings and accessing the research of others is an essential part of the academic 

process, particularly to encourage debate and foster innovation. But many research institutions in Africa cannot 

afford to subscribe to many scientific journals, making it hard for scientists to keep up with research. Some 

institutions cannot even afford to promote and share the results of their research. Only a few people see their 

results and much of the research findings on the continent are going unnoticed. The open access movement 

removes barriers to academic literature and offers opportunities to participate in the wider research and teaching 

community, ensuring that Africa does not end up on the wrong side of the 'digital divide'. 

www.scidev.net/en/opinions/bridging-the-digital-divide-through-open-access.html 

Monitoring, evaluation and learning in international cooperation

Communication for development

The Development Dimension. ICTs for Development. Improving Policy Coherence. OECD. February 2010. 

Information communication technologies (ICTs) are crucial to reducing poverty, improving access to health and 

education services and creating new sources of income and employment for the poor. Being able to access and 

use ICTs has become a major factor in driving competitiveness, economic growth and social development. In the 

last decade, ICTs, particularly mobile phones, have also opened up new channels for the free flow of ideas and 

opinions, thereby promoting democracy and human rights. The OECD and infoDev joined forces at a workshop on 

10-11 September 2009 to examine some of the main challenges in reducing the discrepancies in access to ICTs 

and use of ICTs between developing countries.The workshop discussed best practices for more coherent and 

collaborative approaches in support of poverty reduction and meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 

www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264077393 

EU institutions on Twitter and Facebook 

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/twitter/index_en.htm 

Effectiveness of Ashoka Innovators for the Public due to wide inter-connectedness. See this useful 

interactive map that could be replicated for other organisations. xigi.net. 

Xigi.net is aa space for making connections and gathering intelligence, a social network, tool provider, and online 

platform for tracking the nature and amount of investment activity in emerging markets. But in the case of 

Washington-based Ashoka, Innovators for the Public, the network maps shows connections between the 

organisation's social entrepreneurs. Check out the map for the deservedly well-connected Ashoka fellows. The 

point is that part of the effectiveness of Ashoka is because they are so well connected, and they make all their 

partners in turn more effective in turn by being connected to the well-connected Ashoka. Social networks could be 

a powerful vehicle for spreading information. www.xigi.net//index.php?map=entity&map_en=398 
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